[Determination of intact parathyroid hormone in patients with calcium metabolism disorders].
We have used an immunoradiometric assay (IRMA) to measure intact PTH. The serum-levels of PTH followed a log-normal distribution in a population of 85 healthy post-menopausal women, with a geometric mean of 1.9 pmol/l and a range of 0.8-6.1 pmol/l. The correlation between measurements performed using the IRMA and a radioimmunoassay which measured the C-terminal portion of the PTH molecule was 0.85. It was only the IRMA, however, that could measure subnormal values. Two of 27 patients with primary hyperparathyroidism had PTH-values in the upper reference interval. The rest of the patients had elevated levels. Patients with hypercalcemia due to malignancy had subnormal or low normal (less than 2.5 pmol/l) PTH values. Half of the patients with hypoparathyroidism had PTH below the limit of detection. Four subjects with familial hypercalciuric hypercalcemia had normal (3) or slightly elevated PTH-levels.